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Arriving with a heavy-hitting roster of class-A musicians as backup, Introducing Letizia Gambi has 
hit US shelves with almost no fanfare. And that’s a shame, because you shouldn’t miss hearing this 
auspicious debut. Letizia Gambi is a young Italian singer who was born Neapolitan yet grew up 
partly in northern Italy. Her style is rooted in Neapolitan music but she’s eclectic, making musical 
excursions into jazz, pop, Björk, even Prince. She studied musical theater in England and has sung 
in West Side Story, and earned a master’s degree at Milan’s International Jazz Academy.

For her debut album, she teamed up with producer Lenny White, who is also the fantastic drummer 
on every cut of the album. White is famous for playing on Chick Corea’s Return to Forever and 
that’s no doubt one reason we find Corea turning up as pianist on one of the cuts of Introducing 
Letizia Gambi. But great keyboard playing doesn’t end there -- you’ll also find Pete Levin, Gil 
Goldstein, and Patrice Rushen on various cuts. Rushen does the lion’s share of playing and it’s 
always a pleasure to hear her interludes, played with finesse and imagination. Other jazz royalty on 
this disc includes Ron Carter on bass and Gato Barbieri on saxophone.

There are strings, too, on almost every number. The whole affair could have become syrup but 
miraculously the arrangements make for lush sound in the good sense. There’s always perfect 
balance with the singer and the instrumental solos are clearly heard without having to be 
spotlighted. The bass, whether it’s Carter or one of the other fine players used on several cuts, 
provides a solid foundation.

Gambi has a voice that can cajole or command and she knows when to do which. The resulting 
vocals are truly beguiling, convincing a listener that she means every word she sings. Her pitch is 
perfect, her phrasing immaculate, and her diction, be it English or Italian, is exemplary. She is, in 
three words, a class act.



She reinvents Neapolitan favorites -- "Appocundria," "O Sole Mio," and "My Town (Carmela)," and 
for the opener, "Secret Tears (Una furtiva lagrima)," adapts an aria by Donizetti. She also sings 
Björk’s "Bachelorette," in which the arranger, Nicki Richards, finds a trace of Puccini! There are a 
lot of tangos and a generally appealing European sound to it all, with many bandoneón and 
accordion riffs. Gambi has a voice that can cajole or command and she knows when to do which.

As I listened to this voluptuous album unfold with its European flavor I had a vision of Gambi 
singing the title song for an as-yet-unmade James Bond film. She would fit in perfectly with that 
international sense of mystery and elegance. This is an appealing debut disc that heralds great 
things to come.

Be sure to listen to: Prince’s "The Question of U" is done as a tango and has to be one of the 
sexiest music cuts I’ve heard in a long time. Bass, drums, piano, guitar, and bandoneón set the stage 
for Gambi’s sultry vocal and Barbieri’s scintillating sax takes it over the top.

. . . Rad Bennett

[url: http://www.soundstagexperience.com/index.php/music-movies-a-shows-menu/by-
category/cd-music/365-letizia-gambi-introducing-letizia-gambi]



Lenny White Introduces New Discovery 
Letizia Gambi Italian songstress blends 
Neapolitan songbook and jazz on auspicious 
debut from Jando Music.

Her gorgeous voice on the opening refrain to “Secret Tears” (“Una Furtiva Lagrima,” an aria from 
the Italian opera L'elisir d'amore by Gaetano Donizetti), the leadoff track from Introducing Letizia 
Gambi, heralds the arrival of a poised and polished young songstress from Naples making her 
stateside splash. With visionary drummer-producer Lenny White at the helm, Gambi is surrounded 
by American jazz heavyweights Chick Corea, Ron Carter, Gato Barbieri, Wallace Roney, Gil 
Goldstein and Patrice Rushen on her auspicious debut.

"...It was soooo nice to play with/for a singer that can really sing." –Ron Carter

"Lenny White and Letizia Gambi have created the hippest musical address in Naples;
at the intersection of Neapolitan music and jazz."- Gil Goldstein

“It is her first record but she’s been around and doing things in Italy,” says White, whose track 
record as a producer has been prolific since his heyday with Return To Forever in the ‘70s. “She’s 
been in musical theater, she’s done West Side Story, she was a dancer and she’s done some tv shows 
as an actress. She was also part of swing orchestra in Italy. So she’s certainly done things, but this is 
her first effort as a solo recording artist.”

On Introducing Letizia Gambi, the classy Italian songstress artfully blends her own Neapolitan 
roots with White’s penchant for injecting a swing factor into any proceedings. “The challenge for 
me, because I had never approached doing any Neopolitan music at all, was to try and take her 
music and her culture and get it exposed to a wider audience through a different kind of music. And 
so that’s where we got this cultural hybrid of Neopolitan and Italian music through my culture, 
which is jazz music. So ultimately it was like Norah Jones meets Sade for the Michael Buble 
crowd.”

“Letizia is a new artist with an old soul. I’m always looking for new artists who have knowledge and respect of tradition 
but free spirited enough not to look at me crazy when I ask them to change it.  It wasn't a situation where it was just her 

singing, she's a great singer, excellent lyricist...she's really a human dynamo and the best student I ever had. Ladies and 
Gentlemen : Introducing Letizia Gambi! " -Lenny White

"Letizia Gambi is one of those dramatic arrivals that challenges categories and assumptions." –Ashley Khan

Gambi’s Neapolitan side manifests in her Italian lyrics on Pino Danielle’s “Appocundria,” Bruno 
Canfora’s breezy “Soli” and the dramatic “Passione,” which opens with a home recording of her 



uncle Gennaro Sica, a professional opera singer, at a casual Sunday afternoon family gathering. 
“My Town” is a nostalgic piece arranged by White and with string orchestrations from Carlos 
Franzetti that focuses on Gambi’s beloved Napoli. Elsewhere on Introducing Letizia Gambi, White 
arranges a tango-flavored rendition of Prince’s “The Question of U,” featuring a passionate tenor 
sax solo from Argentine jazz icon Gato Barbieri (who briefly quotes his own “Theme from Last 
Tango in Paris”) and also reinvents Bjork’s “Bachelorette,” rendered here as an alluring ballad with 
Hector del Curto on bandoneon (with a subtle reference to Puccini’s Madama Butterfly at the tag).

“I wanted to try some different things,” says White of this first recording by Ms. Gambi. “When I’m 
given a free reign, I have no boundaries. Usually what happens is record companies put boundaries 
on artists because they want to market them a certain way. I understand that. But this is the 21st 
century and how people listen to music has changed. Now people listen to all kinds of music in 
different ways for different reasons, and I really wanted this record to appeal to those people.”

One clever mashup on Introducing Letizia Gambi is her juxtaposition of the nostalgic ode to 
Naples, “Munasterio ‘e Santachiara,” with the Duke Ellington staple “In a Sentimental Mood.”  
“That was strictly her idea,” says White of his talented young colleague deserving of wider 
recognition. “She had done that before when she was in jazz school. And listening to some Italian 
musicians I had met over the years, they all talked about the symmetry or similarity between those 
tunes. The composer of ‘Munasterio’ either was influenced by ‘In a Sentimental Mood,’ or just the 
opposite. There’s still some debate about that in Italian circles to this day.”

The album also marks the first-ever recording of “You Are So Special” (“Tu Si ‘Na Cosa Grande”) 
sung in English along with three new tunes co-written by White and Gambi – “A Time,” “The Love 
of Your Life” and the dramatic, tangofied closer, “Yo Soy El Sur.” And no collection of Neopolitan 
music would be complete without a rendition of the classic “’O Sole Mio.” As White explains, 
“That is easily the most famous Neapolitan song but Letizia was hesitant to do it because she said, 
“No Italian would do that song. That’s like you American guys doing a recording of your national 
anthem.’ But I came up with an arrangement for her that, to me, went back to old doo-wop love 
songs from the ‘50s. And I wanted it to be really stark at the beginning with just bass and her, just 
Ron Carter and her. Then it goes into that waltz section and at the end I went to another key where 
there’s some improvisation. So this is all part of this true cultural fusion that we hit on with this 
album.”

As liner note writer Ashley Kahn states of the organic cross-fertilization heard on Introducing 
Letizia Gambi: “It’s a novel idea…It speaks to the triumph of the marriage of eras and styles that 
defines this album and promises much more to come.”

For More Information, Bio and Tour Dates on Letizia Gambi go to: www.letiziagambi.com

[url: http://twofortheshowmedia.blogspot.it/2012/08/lenny-white-introduces-new-
discovery_21.html]



Good morning.. This will be hitting any day.. :-) Chris

Letizia Gambi - Introducing Letizia Gambi 4/4

O's Notes: Letizia is a dramatic Italian singer who will undoubtedly be 
around for a long time. She caught the ear of producer/drummer Lenny 
White after meeting him at a performance in Milan during 2009. She has a 
wide range, rich tone and sings with her own voice. White plays drums and 
invited an all-star cast to perform on Gambi's first release. Among the many 
are Chick Corea (p), Patrice Rushen (p) and Ron Carter (b). Gambi is 
soothing on the eyes and ears with a style that defies singular classification. 
This is simply good music.

D. Oscar Groomes
O's Place Jazz Magazine
http://www.OsPlaceJazz.com
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Beka Gochiashvili
Beka Gochiashvili
EXITUS ENTERTAINMENT
DRUMMERS: LENNY WHITE, RICHIE BARSHAY

Once in a generation a talent like Beka
Gochiashvili comes along. An extraordinarily
gifted prodigy from Tbilisi, Georgia, the
16-year-old pianist plays with a kind of
improvisational authority and depth of
maturity that belie his young age. As
drummer-producer-talent-scout Lenny
White says of his latest discovery, "Beka
is an old soul in a very young body." A
multi-directional musician in the best sense
of the word, the young pianist's many sides
are well represented on th is albu m. Here he
is backed by the internationally renowned
Return To Forever rhythm team of drummer
White and bassist Stanley Clarke.

Clifton Anderson
and so we carry oil
DAYWOOD DRIVE RECORDS
DRUMMERS: STEVE JORDAN, STEVE
WILLIAMS, JEFF "TAIN" WATTS

Trombonist, composer and producer
Clifton Anderson went into the studio in
late 2011 to record and produce h'is third
release as a leader. The album, and 50 we

carryon, showcases six great new original
compositions and three uniquely arranged
standards. All are combined with stellar
performances from Clifton, his working
group and an impressive list of guest artists
including soprano saxophonist Kenny
Garrett, pianist Monty Alexander, trumpeter
Wallace Roney, drummer Jeff"Tain" Watts,
bassist Bob Crenshaw, drummer Steve
Jordan and percussionists Kimati Dinizulu
and Victor See Yuen.

For his fourth ECM album, titled Manu Katche, the great French-Ivorian drummer
reshuffles the lineup of his band once more, and presents a new program of compact,
self-penned tunes. The revolving door policy is part of Katche's songwriting concept.
with only Norwegian saxophonistTore Brunborg remaining from the group heil"d
on Third Round On the present session Brunborg finds himself reunited with
trumpeter Nils Petter Molvcer. The two began their careers together, almost 30
years ago, and their affinity as players is undimmed. At the core of the new pieces
is Manu's unmistakable drum sound, highlighted in the opening bars with him
alone on "Running After Years."

Manu Katche
Manu Katche
ECM
DRUMMER: MANU KATCHE

Albare iTD
Long Way
ENJA RECORDS
DRUMMER: ANTONIO SANCHEZ

In 2011 Albert Dadon (Albare) came to
the attention of Matthias Winckelmann,
founder of prestigious German jazz label
enja Records. Their mutual esteem led to
the recording of a new project. Long Way.

Produced by Winckelmann at his favorite
Brooklyn studio, Studio Two, the album
is a collaboration by some of the world's
finest musicians including triple GRAMMY®
Award winning drummer Antonio Sanchez
(Pat Metheny Group), saxophonist George
Garzone(the Joe Lovano Nonet), pianist Leo
Genovese (Esperanza Spalding), prolific
harmonica player Hendrick Meurkens and
Albare's long time musical collaborator,
bassist and composer, Evri (Evripedes
Evripidou).

Letizia Gambi
Introducing Letizia Gambi
JANDO MUSIC
DRUMMER: LENNY WHITE

Her gorgeous voice on the opening
refrain to "Secret Tears," the first track of
the album, heralds the arrival of a posed
and polished young songstress from
Naples, Italy making her stateside splash.
With visionary drummer-producer Lenny
White at the helm, Gambi is surrounded
by American jazz heavyweigths Chick
Corea, Ron Carter, Gato Barbieri, Wallace
Roney, Gil Goldstein and Patrice Rushen
on her auspicious debut. On Introducing

Letizia Gamb,; the classy Italian songstress
artfully blends her own Neapolitan roots
with White's penchantfor injectinga swing
factor into any proceedings.

various
Re-Machined - A Tribute

ToDeep purple's Machine

Head
EAGLE ROCK RECORDS
DRUMMERS: DENNIS' CHAMBERS,
CHAD SMITH, CHAD SZELIGA, MATT
SORUM, KILPH SCURLOCK, ANTON FIG,
NICKO MCBRAIN, LARS ULRICH
PERCUSSION: KARL PERAZZO

This year marks Machine Heads 40th
anniversary, and some of rock music's
biggest names have contributed to this
album, Re-Machinedfeatures tracks from
Jimmy Barnes & Joe Bonamassa, Black
Label Society, Chickenfoot, former Deep
Purple Mk III member Glenn Hughes with
Chad Smith of Red Hot Chili Peppers, Iron
Maiden, Kings Of Chaos (featuring Joe
Elliott, Steve Stevens, Duff McKagan and
Matt Sorum), Metallica, Carlos Santana &
Jacoby Shaddix and Steve Vai.

The Rolling stones
GRRR!
ABKCO MUSIC & RECORDS AND
UNIVERSAL MUSIC GROUP
DRUMMER: CHARLIE WATTS

This amazing career retrospective is
available in various formats: a three-CD
50 track version; and a four-CD, 80 track,
super-deluxe version, The collection tells
the fascinating ongoing story of the greatest
rock 'n' roll band in the world. Two new
songs are also included, and these brand
new recordings constitute the first time
Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, Charlie watts
and Ronnie Wood have been together
in the studio since completing 2005's A
Bigger Bang. Cherry-picking timeless hit
singles and classicalbum tracks from their
catalogue and bringing the story upto date,
GRRR!offers the perfect package for fans
to celebrate the group's 50 anniversary.

0971 m:I









Ascolta l’intervista: http://retedue.rsi.ch/home/networks/retedue/rete2-5/2012/11/27/letizia-
gambi.html#Audio

http://retedue.rsi.ch/home/networks/retedue/rete2-5/2012/11/27/letizia-gambi.html#Audio
http://retedue.rsi.ch/home/networks/retedue/rete2-5/2012/11/27/letizia-gambi.html#Audio
http://retedue.rsi.ch/home/networks/retedue/rete2-5/2012/11/27/letizia-gambi.html#Audio
http://retedue.rsi.ch/home/networks/retedue/rete2-5/2012/11/27/letizia-gambi.html#Audio
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Letizia Gambi, l’italiana
che canta con le leggende del jazz
Lenny White l’ha scoperta e aiutata
a realizzare il suo primo disco
Introducing Letizia Gambi,
un’originale fusione di culture musicali
(apparentemente) lontane

TORINO
Con la sua voce ha conquistato la leggenda del jazz
Lenny White. E ora Letizia Gambi, dopo diciotto
mesi di lavoro frenetico tra Milano, Roma e New
York, sta per “rivelarsi” al mondo con il suo primo
disco, Introducing Letizia Gambi (Jando Music).
Intanto, però, molti artisti internazionali l’hanno già
notata. Sting le ha fatto i complimenti definendola
“una cantante straordinaria”. E Ron Carter l’ha
descritta come “una che sa veramente cantare”. Per
rendersene conto basta ascoltare A Time, il primo
singolo di questo originale progetto (che contiene
brani in italiano, inglese, spagnolo e napoletano). Il
disco è la sintesi dell’incontro tra due mondi lontani. E contiene cover di canzoni che hanno fatto la storia della
musica italiana.  
 
Come è avvenuto l’incontro con Lenny White?  
«E’ entrato nella mia vita grazie ad un intreccio di circostanze degno della trama di un film. Qualcuno dice che “era
destino”, ma io non credo all’esistenza di un ordine naturale prefissato nell’universo o alle coincidenze. In ogni caso
ho incontrato Lenny fisicamente la prima volta al Blue Note di Milano nell’ottobre del 2009 quando era in tour
mondiale con Chick Corea e Stanley Clarke. Non avrei mai immaginato che un anno dopo sarei salita sullo stesso

palco come sua ospite a presentare in anteprima il primo
brano composto a quattro mani con lui.Ed era proprio
“A Time”». 
 
Com’è lavorare con lui, che cosa hai imparato?  
«E’ il mio produttore ma anche il mio mèntore, il mio
maestro, il mio migliore amico, il mio esempio di
saggezza e trasparenza, lealtà e dedizione totale per la
musica. E’ stato molto difficile all’inizio lasciarmi
andare e vincere le paure di una cantante (bianca e

italiana) che si trova davanti una leggenda del Jazz americano che ha iniziato con Miles Davis e ha scoperto talenti
del calibro di Chaka Khan. Ci sono voluti mesi. Lui insegna per metafore e concetti astratti su cui a volte ho dovuto
ragionare settimane. E’ una persona molto profonda e pura. Ho messo da parte tutto e mi sono dedicata
completamente allo studio e alla realizzazione del mio sogno. E’ stata dura ma oggi sapere che mi considera la
migliore allieva che abbia mai avuto mi riempie di felicità. E’ stato un percorso lungo e abbiamo entrambi dato
molto.Il modo in cui cantavo è cambiato totalmente. A New York ho studiato con dei vocal coach molto bravi e il
mio approccio alla vita e alla musica oggi è diverso. Io sono diversa. E lo devo a lui». 
 
Qual è il segreto per fondere armoniosamente due culture così diverse come le vostre?  
«Il rispetto e l’amore per entrambe le culture. La reale voglia di creare qualcosa di personale e di “vero”. Qualcosa
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che non è costruito a tavolino ma che rispecchia una vera esigenza di espressione e di ricerca. 
Il mio disco non è jazz. Ma usiamo un linguaggio jazzistico. Non è pop ma ci sono brani che potrebbero passare
tranquillamente in qualsiasi radio, come “A Time”. E’ cantato in quattro lingue (non me ne vogliate ma il
napoletano è una lingua per me). Insomma non mi piacciono le etichette, mi piace la musica di qualità». 
 
Nel disco ci sono alcune cover. Come hai scelto le canzoni da riadattare?  
«Il mio scopo iniziale era quello di tradurre in inglese alcuni brani della tradizione napoletana mantenendo il
significato del testo originale e dando loro una veste più moderna. C’è un motivo semplice per ogni canzone, ho
scelto i brani per amore».  
 
A proposito di cover: nell’album c’è anche quella di “Tu si’na cosa grande”. Ed è l’unica incisione in inglese
mai autorizzata dalla moglie di Domenico Modugno. Hai avuto un contatto diretto con la signora Gandolfi?  
«Non ho avuto il piacere di conoscerla personalmente, l’editore si è occupato di farle avere il nostro adattamento.
“Tu si ’na cosa grande” è una delle canzoni che amo di più, nonché il brano preferito di mio padre. Ho aspettato
nove mesi (con ansia) per avere l’autorizzazione dalla Sig.ra Gandolfi, ma ne è valsa la pena. Ricevere i suoi
complimenti, la sua benedizione e l’ autorizzazione al mio testo in inglese, è stato un onore immenso per me». 
 
C’è un artista con cui ti piacerebbe collaborare?  
«In Italia mi piacerebbe duettare con Pino Daniele e con Mario Biondi. Poi mi piacerebbe collaborare con Stefano
Bollani.Tra gli artisti internazionali Sting, Kurt Elling, Tony Bennet, Chaka Khan e magari John Legend. Tra i
musicisti mi piacerebbe lavorare con Jeff Beck, Herbie Hancock e Yo Yo Ma. La ciliegina sulla torta sarebbe
Michael Bublé, ma la torta di ciliege sarebbe Stevie Wonder». 
 
Nel video A Time ci sono molto spezzoni tratti dal “backstage” del disco. C’è un momento durante la fase di
realizzazione dell’album a cui sei particolarmente legata?  
«I momenti a cui sono legata sono più di uno, nel bene e nel male. Il giorno in cui sono arrivata a New York piena
di speranze per registrare il disco avevamo un accordo con un investitore che aveva provveduto (in teoria) al mio
albergo per 2 mesi. Da investitore a investito il passo è stato breve. Nessuna prenotazione. Mi sono ritrovata per
strada, sotto la pioggia, senza un posto dove andare con sogni e speranze infrante. Ma non tutto il male viene per
nuocere. Dopo pochi giorni ero in studio con Ron Carter e Gato Barbieri, un onore ed un’emozione indescrivibili.
Tremavo quando è arrivato Ron Carter. Mi fa quell’effetto non posso farci nulla e so che tremerò ancora presto, il
20 dicembre per l’esattezza, quando canterò a New York con lui Lenny e Patrice Rushen. Gato è stato fantastico, tra
l’altro parla italiano e napoletano benissimo. Sentirgli citare (su mia richiesta) il tema de “Ultimo Tango a Parigi”
nel solo sul brano “The Question of U” mi ha dato i brividi. Altro momento indimenticabile è stato quando ho
sentito per la prima volta il solo di Chick Corea. Ero in aeroporto e ho ricevuto la mail con il file audio. Non ho
resistito, ho scaricato il pezzo e l’ho ascoltato in cuffia e ho cominciato a piangere di gioia. Le gente passava e io
seduta con le cuffie, fissavo lo schermo con un sorriso enorme e piangevo. Ecco, per questi memorabili momenti
avrei dormito anche per strada!». 
 
Sting, Ron Carter e altri, ti hanno fatto i complimenti. Come ti sei sentita a riceverli?  
«Come credo si sia sentito Armstrong quando ha messo per la prima volta piede sulla luna.Quando ero una bambina
avevo la camera tappezzata dei poster di Sting, era uno dei miei idoli. Sapere che lui abbia speso del tempo ad
ascoltare la mia musica e mi abbia poi mandato anche i complimenti è un sogno. Ron Carter è il contrabbassista in
assoluto più grande che possa esistere oggi e avere il suo supporto è senza prezzo, soprattutto per una cantante che
ha studiato Jazz». 
 
Il tuo sogno nel cassetto?  
«Sono stata candidata ai Grammy Awards 2013 e sono stata anche menzionata dal sito ufficiale di Miles Davis ed è
stato molto bello. Vincere un Grammy sarebbe meraviglioso, ma il vero sogno nel cassetto sarebbe, in un futuro non
troppo lontano, che un artista rispondesse a questa domanda legando il suo nome ed il suo sogno ad un duetto con
me». 
twitter@alicetta  
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Jay Edwards Welcomes Lenny White, Letizia
Gambi To Jazz Tones On WCLK
By ROB MAYNARD

Join Jay Edwards on Jazz Tones today(7/12)
between 2p and 6p.  In addition to all of the
Latin, Afro-Carribbean and straight-ahead
sounds you expect, you'll also here Jay chat
with the legendary Lenny White and Letizia
Gambi during the afternoon.

Who's that, you ask?  Here's what Gambi's
website says by way of introduction:

INTRODUCING LETIZIA GAMBI" is the
title of the debut recording by vocalist Letizia
Gambi, a project conceived and developed
with one of the most acclaimed musicians
recording today, jazz drummer, producer, and
multi Grammy Award winner, Lenny
White.

As one of the founding fathers of the musical
movement that became known as “Fusion,” Lenny played on two of the most important Jazz
records ever made, Miles Davis’ “Bitches Brew” and Freddie Hubbard’s “Red Clay.” He
earned a worldwide reputation as the drummer in the mid-’70s super group Return to Forever,
together with Chick Corea and Stanley Clarke with whom he completed a recent international
tour and won two more Grammy Awards for playing on and producing the record “Forever”.
His versatility attracted the interest of many of the finest jazz musicians, leading to
collaborations with Joe Henderson, Herbie Hancock, Stan Getz, Gil Evans, Jaco Pastorius,
Gato Barbieri, Wayne Shorter, Al Di Meola, Marcus Miller ,Michel Petrucciani, among others.
Lenny has also worked with artists outside of the jazz idiom, like Santana, Bill Withers, Chaka
Khan, Nancy Wilson and rappers LL Cool J and Big Daddy Kane. White has scored soundtracks
(Spike Lee’s “School daze” & Reginald Hudlin’s “House Party” together with Marcus Miller),
composed orchestral music and is still working on his first Opera.

When Lenny met Letizia, after a gig in Milan, he was intrigued by the project idea that she
developed, they began working together and after eighteen months of hard work between
Milan, Rome and New York they created "Introducing Letizia Gambi" on the Jando Music
label.

"Introducing Letizia Gambi" is the synthesis of two apparently distant worlds blended in
perfect harmony, creating an authentic sound that combines African American heritage with
Mediterranean melodies. It is a "cultural fusion". Lenny and Letizia arranged some of the
most popular songs of the Italian and Neapolitan repertoire, international covers, and they
composed original tunes for the project. The refined sensibility of the Italian singer, together
with the exceptional experience of the American artist, merged to give birth to a 21st Century
Musical Approach, as the two artists like to define it. The album is sung in English, Italian,
Neapolitan and Spanish. It’s Mediterranean passion spoken through Jazz.

Lenny presented the project idea to some legendary musicians and they accepted the challenge,
which led to extraordinary contributions by Ron Carter, Chick Corea, Wallace Roney,
Patrice Rushen, Gil Goldstein and Gato Barbieri. Their performances have significantly
contributed to the success of the project.
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"Introducing Letizia Gambi" is held together by a common unique style. From
"Appocundria", a cover of the famous Italian Pino Daniele, enhanced by the piano
performance of Chick Corea, to "The question of U,” their cover of a Prince tune, with a solo
by Gato Barbieri. The famous "Tu sì 'na cosa grande" by Domenico Modugno becomes "You
are so special" the first ever English version recorded and approved by the great composer's
wife; a wonderful ballad featuring the great Wallace Roney. The album was recorded in NY and
NJ, the only song recorded in Italy is "Secret Tears" an interpretation of the old Italian aria
"Una Furtiva Lagrima" by Gaetano Donizetti from the Opera "L'elisir d'amore." Letizia
wrote new English lyrics for this song and recorded it with some of the best musicians on the
Italian music scene. Antonio Farao', Dario Rosciglione and Max Ionata.

You can support WCLK by purchasing Gambi's new record by clicking on the image below:
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